
Homestead Ranch Bird Roundup Saturday, May 31, 2008 
 
Location:  Homestead Ranch, southeast of Matfield Green in 

Chase County (see map on next page) 

Time:  Check-in opens at sunrise, 6:05 a.m.  
 Check out/turn in bird list by 2:00 p.m. 

Fee: $5/person participation fee; children under 6 are 
free; carpool discount: $15/carload of four or 
more (includes beverages and light snacks 
available at registration) 

Registration: Please help us with planning by sending an email to 
prairiehawk@wheatstate.com indicating your name 
and the number of persons in your party by May 15 

Services: Homestead Ranch is 8 miles from the nearest 
business—the Hitchin’ Post in Matfield Green—
which is a great place to get a hamburger. You might prefer instead to pack a picnic. 
The nearest gas and convenience stores are at Cassoday (20 miles) or Cottonwood 
Falls (25 miles). Lodging information is provided on the next page. 

Bird Roundup Background & Details: 
Homestead Ranch is a privately-owned, working cattle ranch in the Flint Hills. In 2004, we launched 
an experimental program designed to provide better habitat for native tallgrass prairie wildlife 
species, particularly ground-nesting birds. You can find out much more about this project on our 
website at http://www.republicofgrass.com/HRRI.html 
 
Our First Annual Homestead Ranch Bird Roundup is designed to give birders access to private ranch 
land while helping us collect information. This is not a bird count, but rather a survey of how many 
different species you encounter by call or sight during your time on the ranch. Each participant or 
small group will be given a Chase County Bird List and randomly assigned to one of three pastures of 
over 900 acres each. You will be free to wander as you wish; the only requirement is that you turn in 
your bird list at the registration area no later than 2 p.m. 
 

You can expect to encounter forty 
or more species, which may include 
Audubon WatchList species like 
greater prairie chicken, Henslow’s 
sparrow and Swainson’s hawk. Two 
independent observers have also 
reported seeing mountain plovers in 
the area in the last two years. 
 
This is a great opportunity for 
unforgettably intimate encounters 
with birds, butterflies, cattle and 
wildflowers on some of the best-
managed tallgrass prairie in the 
Flint Hills. Prairie-loving hikers, 



photographers, artists, families and kids are welcome, but we ask that at least one member of your 
party be skilled enough at bird identification to participate in the Bird Roundup. 
 
Other Opportunities: 
• If you would like to see the annual mating dance of the greater prairie chicken, details are 

available at this link: 

http://www.tallgrassretreats.com/Prairie_Chickens.html 
 

• If you enjoy identifying butterflies, you might also be interested in our Homestead Ranch 
Solstice Butterfly Roundup on Saturday, June 21. See http://www.republicofgrass.com for more 
information. 
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Directions from Matfield Green: 
On the south side of Matfield Green, 
turn east onto 55 Road. At the “T” by 
the Matfield Green Cemetery, turn right 
onto R Road. Continue on R road, which 
turns into Thurman Creek Road just 
before you reach the Tallgrass Spiritual 
Retreat Center, which will be on your 
left immediately after you cross a fair-
sized bridge over the South Fork of the 
Cottonwood River. 

S Road 

Lodging 
If you’d prefer to arrive the day before, 
lodging and other attractions in the area 
can be explored at: 

http://kansasflinthills.travel/counties/chase 
 

Matfield Green, Kansas is about 150 
miles southwest of Kansas City, 100 
miles southwest of Topeka, 75 miles 
south of Manhattan, and 60 miles 
northeast of Wichita. Cassoday is the 
nearest exit on I-35, from which you 
take Highway 177 north to Matfield 
Green. 

REGISTRATION 

Weather 
We leave it to you to decide if the 
weather is hospitable for bird-watching. 
Registration will be open unless there is 
a gale-force wind, a torrential downpour, 
cow-killer lightning or a tornado. 

Questions 
Please feel free to contact Marva 
Weigelt with questions at: 

prairiehawk@wheatstate.com 

WARNING 
Under Kansas law, there is no liability for an injury or death of a participant in a registered agritourism activity conducted 
at this registered agritourism location if such injury or death results from the inherent risks of such agritourism activity. 
Inherent risks of agritourism activities include, but shall not be limited to, the potential of you as a participant to act in a 
negligent manner that may contribute to your injury or death and the potential of another participant to act in a negligent 
manner that may contribute to your injury or death. You are assuming the risk of participating in this registered 
agritourism activity. 


